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CALIFORNIA TRIBAL

FAMILIES COALITION

CTFC is a successor organization
to the California ICWA Comphance
Task Force Report which can be
found at: www.caltribalfamilies.org



http://www.caltribalfamilies.org/

MISSION

Our mission is to promote and
protect the health, safety and
welfare of tribal children and
families, which are inherent tribal
governmental functions and are at
the core of tribal sovereignty and
tribal governance.




BASKETS OF WORK

;;:' fj'r;;
7" f’fl"" ;‘I‘!‘ . ]""'li m + _i.‘ ;‘|'
! ”m » 7] r‘ﬁl“ﬁgﬁfr‘-‘-‘l ps ‘.‘.ﬁ...:‘:.‘;:;
Wy 1
i, ¥ IS
RN s M :
l{‘}’ll‘llunu, At drbadl 4
...!I bosbaspay

LAAAAAALAMA
1 50 Ak et
2 Y )

CTFC develops policies and
programs in partnership with
tribes to administer tribal
child welfare systems,
advocates for improved
policies and practice at the
state & county levels, and
engages in le gisla tive

advocacy.

CTFC developed the
standardized curriculum for
county ICWA specia list
certification and offers

continuing education for

attorneys &social workers.

CTFC provides direct
legalrepresentation to
tribes in state ICWAcases,
trains new attorneys, and

initiates impact litiga tion.



I/ DD WORK AT CTFC

1. Strengthening & Protecting Tribal Families
with Special Needs (DDS Service Access &
Equity Grant): Provide training and tools on the
intersection between |/DD services and the

child welfare system for tribal members age 3+

2. Tribal Early Start Outreach: Raise awareness
of I/DD services available to tribal members

ages 0-3, and training Regional Center staff and
leadership how to engage with tribal

communities



IMPORTANCE OF TRIBALENGAGEMENT




IMPORTANCE OF TRIBAL ENGAGEMENT

* YOU have 6 tribal nations in your IARA'TB&&HST%%C&RW

catchment area! .
- And approximately 12,000 Native '
people residing Iin the 3 counties

you cover!

» So how can you work with tribes E-,:.E%EE&:T“
and urban Indian organizations to Guide
best serve this part of your client e =

population?




USE OUR LOOKUP

TOOL TO FIND
TRIBAL & REGIONAL CENTER SERVICES
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DIS ABILITIES IN INDIAN COUNTRY
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https://www.nicoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NCD_Understanding_Disabilities_in_American_Indian_508.pdf
https://www.nicoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NCD_Understanding_Disabilities_in_American_Indian_508.pdf
https://www.nicoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NCD_Understanding_Disabilities_in_American_Indian_508.pdf

DIS ABILITIES IN INDIAN COUNTRY

5.9% American Indian and Alaska Native (Al/AN) children

Vg_":‘_';% nad the highest rate of childhood disabllity of all

WHITE racial groups, at 5.9% in 2019 (U.S. Census Bureau)

24% of Al/ANs have a disability, compared to 19% of

the general population. "Many Al/ANs with
disabilities are either unserved or underserved.

(National Congress of American Indians)







STRENGTHENING & PROTECTING TRIBAL FAMILIES

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: YEAR 1, 2, & 3

* Trained over 800 Regional Center staff and leaders
about tribal communities and ICWA.

* Trained 82 tribal advocates on how Regional Center
services can and should be accessed through child
welfare cases. 2\

* Launched the Tribal Regional Center Lookup Tool to
assist I/DD services providers in connecting with
tribal services to ensure families can access culturally
driven and local services when possible!

« Connected with over 35 tribes around the state on
/DD specific issues.

« Changed internal attorney practice to prompt RC
assessments.




TRIBAL EARLY START OUTREACH

2022-2024

Hosted 1st & 2nd California American Indian

Developmental Disability Symposiums - reaching
over 300 people!

* Held 5+ listening sessions reaching over 130 tribal
participants

* Administered a Community Needs Survey to tribal
participants around the state

* Began developing the "Tribal Engagement Guide"
and published a year -end report called “I/DD in
Tribal Communities”

* Created “Tribal Outreach Materials for Early Start”
booklet

* Hosted Tribal Lunch and Learn training sessions
once per month since Summer 2023




I/ DD IN TRIBAL COMMUNITIES IN CA

CALIFORNIA TRIBAL FAMILIES COALITION

I/DD in Tribal
Communities

* Listening Session and Community Survey Analysis:

A summary of feedback from
tribes on accessing
d

evelopmental disability
services in California.

* Next Steps for More Effective Tribal Engagement:

FEBRUARY 2023


https://caltribalfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Report-on-Listening-Sessions-and-Surveys-in-Tribal-Communities-on-Accessing-Intellectual-and-Developmental-Disability-Services.pdf
https://caltribalfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/Report-on-Listening-Sessions-and-Surveys-in-Tribal-Communities-on-Accessing-Intellectual-and-Developmental-Disability-Services.pdf

2023 EQUALJUSTICE WORKS PROJECT ON

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVOCACY FOR TRIBAL YOUTH

* Developed a fact sheet on education disparities for Native

youth in California, with a focus on Native foster youth and CALIFORNIA'S FAILURE

TO SUPPORT NATIVE

Native youth with disabilities. STUDENTS
« CTFC’'s Legal Counsel for Tribes program began implementing a

formal screening process to identify regional center and special S < S—

education eligibility to better facilitate adequate and trauma - % awm.

informed services and accommodations for tribal foster youth
with disabilities.

* Over the next two -years, we will develop educational resources
and begin hosting listening sessions and ‘Know  -Your-Rights’
trainings for tribes and tribal families regarding special
education advocacy for tribal youth.
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2023 EQUALJUSTICE WORKS PROJECT ON

SPECIAL EDUCATION ADVOCACY FOR TRIBAL YOUTH

Advocating for Trauma -Informed Schools for Tribal Youth
 Historical trauma resulting from the federal government’s Indian
boarding school policies has been exploited as a basis to over -discipline
Native students.
» Under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act,

o Students with complextrauma have a right to receive special
education services and accommodations,including behavioral
health resources, mental health resources, and culturally relevant
iInterventions.

o Students with complextrauma CANNOTbe excluded--via
suspensions, expulsions, or otherwise--for behaviors that are a
manifestation of their trauma.



HOW TO ENGAGE WITH US...




MO DEL ENGAGEMENT
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TRAININGS W E OFFER

1. Introduction to Developmental
Disabllity Services and Regional
Centers in California: Information
for Tribal Families and Tribal 5
Communities

1. Cultural Humility: Through an
ndigenous Lens
Introduction to CA Tribal

e , History, Contemporary Tribal
2.RC Vendorization for Tribal Governance & Lifeways, ICWA,

Service Providers and More
3.Special Education Advocacy for 3 ICWA 101

Tribal Youth
4.1CWA 103

4 Monthly coaching calls



O THER OPPORTUNITIES
UN

CH AND LEARN SERIES
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December 18, 2024
@ 12:00-1:00pm
Join us to learn about Regional Center
services for tribal members with intellectual

& developmental disabilities.
Register at link in bio!
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Please contact us events@caltribalfamilies.org if you have accessibility needs.



Presenter Information

Michelle Castagne

Co-Executive Director
Michelle.castagne@caltribalfamilies.or
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Lindsey Allred -Cummings

Legal Administration & Programs Coordinator
lIndsey.cummings@caltribalfamilies.org
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